[image: image1.jpg]



A Minnesota Without Poverty

2011 Legislative Goals

Working Toward Enough for All
(Adopted 2-23-11)
PREAMBLE:

We believe there is enough for all to have enough.
We understand the realities of an economic recession and a sobering budget deficit. However we do not accept either of these realities as reasons to reduce income or increase costs to households that are struggling to meet basic needs.

We believe that all sectors of society play a significant role in ending poverty. Government must play a substantial role because only the public sector can operate at a scale to ensure access, equity and opportunity to end poverty.  Charitable efforts are best used to ameliorate the pain of emergencies and crises that arise from poverty.  

Therefore—

We propose the following legislative agenda to move Minnesota one step closer toward the goal of Enough for All:
1. Maintain, strengthen and streamline the safety net.

2. Ensure a fair and balanced approach to raising revenue in order to fund basic public services.

3. Create jobs and economic opportunities that reach unemployed and underemployed low-income Minnesotans in all communities.
4. Support the "Ladder out of Poverty" legislation helping Minnesotans build and protect assets.

